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people of England and even the Army are on the point of revolution and
it is openly said that if the Prince of Orange were to show himself in
England the whole nation would declare for him". Unfortunately for
James, he had appointed to a very important embassy a man in whom
even he himself felt no confidence; there can be no doubt that the
earliest conjectures of Albeville were without foundation, and that the
activity of the Dutch Navy in the spring of 1688 was due in the first
instance to an intention to assist Sweden in her quarrel with Denmark,
and later, in connection with the same quarrel, to provide against a
possible junction of the English and French fleets. But from July
onwards Albeville's information was substantially correct; he continued
to supply it, but it was consistently disregarded.

Meanwhile Louis had been receiving from Avaux, his minister at
The Hague, a succession of despatches which left no doubt in the
French King's mind of William's objective; he had the advantage over
James of having an ambassador whom he could trust. Barrillon in
England received Avaux's reports, both direct and from Paris, but
nothing he could say convinced James that he was in imminent danger.
In the middle of August, Louis determined to send an additional
ambassador in the person of Bonrepaus, who had twice before been at
James's Court, and had achieved a relation with the King almost
amounting to intimacy. The mission of Bonrepaus was a complete
failure: of his first interview he reported on August 25 that if James
"believes that the Prince of Orange has any other design than to attack
him, he is alone in Europe in that opinion". James was in a haughty
and independent mood: he rejected all Louis's offers of military and
naval assistance, though a naval treaty was actually drafted with blanks
left for the numbers of ships, and to the Spanish ambassador, Ronquillo,
he complained bitterly that Bonrepaus had been sent without the
formality of a request that he would be willing to receive him. In the
same mood when, at Louis's instigation, Skelton at Paris and Avaux at
The Hague simultaneously and publicly declared that Louis would
regard any attack on England as "a manifest breach of the peace and an
open outbreak against my crown", James disavowed his envoy, recalled
him and committed him to the Tower.

Ronquillo was very anxious to counteract the effect of French in-
fluence in the English Court, and in a two-hour audience with James he
endeavoured to convince him that the States-General had no hostile
intentions and that an alliance with Louis would make it impossible for
Parliament to meet in a conciliatory spirit. On September 6 van Citters
returned from Holland, and immediately had two audiences with the
King. He was not in William's confidence, and he was therefore able